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• SECTION 16, cont. Amends Chapter 164, § 145(h) to require the Department of Public
Utilities to issue regulations to increase the number of customers receiving non-emitting
thermal energy from a non-gas pipe alternative until 100% of the annual eligible
infrastructure is a non-gas pipe alternative. The Department will every three years
evaluate the speed of such transition to maintain affordability for low and moderate
income customers. If the Department determines that a gas company has not met the
increase in non-gas pipe alternatives as required by this section, the department may deny
a gas company the accelerated cost recovery provided by this section for the following
year. (Repeal and replace; new language in bold.)

Chapter 164, Section 145. (h) The department may promulgate rules and regulations under this
section. The department shall require a gas company to increase each year a percentage
specified by the department of customers connected to a non-gas pipe alternative installed
pursuant to the program under this section until such percentage is 100 per cent. The
department shall every three years evaluate the increase in non-gas pipe alternatives
installed by such gas company as required pursuant to this section (i) to maintain
affordability for low and moderate income customers (ii) to meet the limits and sublimits
pursuant to chapter 21N, and (iii) the mandates pursuant to chapter 25, section 1A. Such
regulations shall be promulgated within 12 months of the effective date of this provision.
The department may discontinue the replacement program and require a gas company to refund
any costs charged to customers due to failure to substantially comply with a plan or failure to
reasonably and prudently manage project costs.
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